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HOUSE BI LL 1015

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Canpbell, Mrrell, Skinner, Hankins, Sinpson,
Schi ndl er and Chase

Prefiled 12/28/2004. Read first tine 01/10/2005. Referred to
Conmmittee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to the reporting of infections acquired in health
care facilities; adding a new section to chapter 43.70 RCW adding a
new section to chapter 42.17 RCW and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.70 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The definitions in this section apply throughout this section
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se:

(a) "Hospital" nmeans a health care facility |licensed under chapter
70.41 RCW

(b) "Hospital-acquired infection" neans a l|ocalized or systemc
condition that results from adverse reaction to the presence of an
infectious agent or its toxins and that was not present or incubating
at the time of adm ssion to the hospital.

(2) The departnent shall:

(a) Adopt guidelines and rules for the collection, reporting,
analysis, and release of information related to hospital-acquired
infection rates at hospitals. [In adopting these guidelines and rules,
the departnent shall consider the recomendations of the advisory
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commttee established in (c) of this subsection as well as the
definitions, nethodol ogies, and practices of the United States centers
for disease control related to hospital-acquired infections. The
guidelines and rules shall consider the rates of hospital-acquired
infections in the follow ng categories:

(1) Surgical site infections;

(11) Ventilator-associ ated pneunoni a;

(ti1) Central line-related bl oodstream i nfections;

(tv) Uinary tract infections;

(v) Costridiumdifficile infections; and

(vi) OQther procedures or categories that the departnent determ nes
nmust be considered to assure public health and safety;

(b) Publish an annual report that conpares the hospital-acquired
infection rates at each individual hospital in the state. Conparisons
anong hospitals shall be adjusted to consider patient mx and other
relevant risk factors and control for provider peer groups, when
appropriate. The annual report shall disclose data in a format so that
no health information about any individual patient is released. The
departnent may respond to requests for data and other information, at
the requestor's expense, for special studies and anal ysis consi stent
with requirenents for confidentiality of patient records;

(c) Establish an advisory commttee to nmake recommendations to the
departnment in the developnent of guidelines and rules for the
collection, reporting, analysis, and release of information related to
hospi tal -acquired infections. The advisory commttee shall consist of
representatives of public hospitals, private hospitals, physicians,

direct-care nur ses, epi dem ol ogi st s, heal t h I nsurers, heal t h
mai nt enance organi zations, quality inprovenent commttees, |abor
unions, and consuners of health care services. In developing its
recommendations, the departnent shall consider the definitions,

met hodol ogi es, and practices of the United States centers for disease
control related to hospital -acquired infections.

(3) Each hospital shall:

(a) Collect information regardi ng hospital -acquired infection rates
for the specific clinical procedures and categories identified by the
departnent; and

(b) Prepare a report every three nonths and submt the reports to
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the departnent. The collection and reporting of information shall be
performed in accordance wth the guidelines and rules of the
depart nent.

(4) Neither the reports submtted by hospitals to the departnent
under subsection (3) of this section, nor any of the data contained in
them are subject to discovery by subpoena or adm ssible as evidence in
a civil proceeding.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 42.17 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The reports submtted by hospitals to the departnent of health
under section 1(3) of this act and the data contained in them are
exenpt from di sclosure under this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act takes effect August 1, 2005.

~-- END ---
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